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loss was much felt, but the Maharaja found a capable
substitute in Mr. (afterwards Sir) Manubhai Mehta, who
had risen from the ranks, and who was to hold the
Dewanship for a hitherto unprecedented term of years.

The Maharaja divided his time in Kashmir between
seeing the sights of that enchanting country and the cares
of the administration of his own State. He sent various
directions to the Minister, now on this point, now on
that, in themselves of no great importance but evidence
of his interest in State affairs. He stayed in Kashmk until
the 5th October, when he went to Simla to stay a few days
with the new Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, with whom he
was about to begin a cordial friendship. A pleasant stay
in Simla was followed by a short visit to Kapurthala, and
thence back to Baroda. But he had not been long there
before he was again called to Delhi, this time to present
an address to the Viceroy on behalf of the Ruling Princes
of India. The occasion was momentous, and in a sense
it marks an epoch. The idea had flitted before the
minds of other Viceroys of calling the Princes into con-
ference, or of devising some method by which they might
be able to express a corporate opinion. Lord Chelmsford
was the first Viceroy to give effect to a plan which has
now taken more formal shape as the Chamber of Princes,
equipped with the regular machinery of such bodies. The
Maharaja of Baroda, as the premier Prince present, gave
expression to the general feeling of the body when he said
that they saw in the Conference 'the commencement of an
institution full of potential good'. *The ideal', he said,
cwe have before us is a Council of Princes with specified
functions and well-defined powers, and that it may be
realized speedily, that it may perhaps be looked on in
future as one of the landmarks of Your Excellency's
term of office/1 The Viceroy's reply was sympathetic and

1 Ibid., vol. ii, p. 412.